


SOME INSTRUCTIONS & SUGGESTIONS


LESSON 2: PAOLO AND FRANCESCA’S STORY


These instructions and suggestions below relate to LESSON 2 prepared by the ITALIAN Partner

The lesson presents the story that inspired Dante to write some of his best verses.
You can find part of the fifth Canto of Dante’s Inferno in the presentation called “Poetry in our hearts”.

There are also audio files called GIUMA 1-8. They can be found in the folder called “Videos and music files”.

There are other references in the video made by the students that can be found in the folder called “Paolo and Francesca” and in the synopsis of the script that shows how the Italian students keep the memory of the two lovers alive.

· Use the presentation to introduce Dante and the Divina Commedia.

· Read Paolo and Francesca’s story to the class as it is presented in the lesson.

· Tell the students to illustrate Paolo and Francesca’s story. 


They can use

· Speech bubbles.

· Photo stories or animated cartoons are also possible.

· Paolo and Francesca’s story to write the script for a play. If they wish, they can choose a new setting in time and space, and add new characters and situations.


Finally, they can act it out.

Alternatively, they can use Paolo and Francesca’s story to present a similar story from their country, providing an English version as a text, or a picture story.
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i To encourage ultural comparison through presentation o stories and legends told through the age.
Preparation

“Tellthe students they are ging to read/lsten to  true sory happened n thireenth centory taly. Try to
elicit wha the students know about e in medieval Ialy and/or in their own countriesat that time. Focus
on casle e and the rles o men and women. Ask thestudents f they know how marriages ook place:
then,

“The ollowing is an abrdgement and adaptation into Englsh of Paolo and Francesca's story as s arrated.

on the offcal wbsite o the Castellodi Gradara yoww.gradara.orglpaolo_e_francesca.ohe Th caste s
supposed o be the place where the twolovers were kiled

Thisis the true story of the illfated love between Francesca and Paolo.

Francesca was the daughter of Guido da Polenta, the lord of Raven:
North-East coast oftaly.

. a town situated on the

It was the year 1275, Francesca was a beautiful young lady who was living a happy and
carefre life. Maybe she had started dreaming about the future husband her father was going
to choose for her. At that time 2 woman could only marry with her father’s consent.
Francesca was ready to comply with her father’s will but had no idea she would be deceived
and forced to marry a man she could never love.

Guido da Polenta was indebted to another nobleman, Malatesta da Verrucchio, whose son
Giovanni had helped him to drive his enemies, the Traversari, out of his territory. Giovanni

‘was a cripple and an ugly man and for this reason had been nicknamed Giangiotto o
Ginclotto.

Guido da Polenta and Malatesta da Verrucchio wanted to establish an alliance between their
two families and decided to seal the agreement by a marriage between Francesca and.
Giovanni who was Malatesta’s cldest son.




